AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U.S. APPLN. NO.: 09/712,919 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. Q61752 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A method of transmitting data in which, to broadcast a 

block of information from a first terminal (4^ to a set of destination second terminals, each of 
which second terminals is connected to a switch (2 to 11) of a network, th e method con o ists 
e fcomprises : 

—transmitting the block of information from the first terminal to a broadcast module (30) 
in a first switch (3) which is connected directly to said first terminal, 

-broadcasting said block of information from said broadcast module to switches (3 to 11) 
adjacent said first switch and to destination second terminals which are connected directly to said 
first switch, and 

-receiving said block of information in the destination second terminals, 

characteriz e d in that wherein , to transmit a block of information from the first terminal to 
the broadcast module, the method further consists o f comprises : 

—sending a call request packet from the first terminal ft3) to the broadcast module (30) of 
the first switch (3) to request the setting up of an X.25 virtual circuit between said first terminal 
(43) and the broadcast module (30) of the first switch-(3), placing a broadcast request in one field 
of said call request packet, and 
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—placing the block of information to be broadcast in the data packets of the X.25 virtual 
circuit set up between said first terminal and the broadcast module in response to said call 
request packet. 

2. (currently amended): A method of transmitting data in which, to broadcast a 
block of information from a first terminal ^A^io a set of destination second terminals, each of 
which second terminals is connected to a switch (2 to 11) of a network, the method consisting 
e fcomprising : 

-transmitting the block of information from the first terminal to a broadcast module (20) 
in a first switch (2) which is connected directly to said first terminal, 

—broadcasting said block of information from said broadcast module to switches (3 to 11) 
adjacent said first switch and to destination second terminals which are connected directly to said 
first switch, and 

—receiving said block of information in the destination second terminals, 

charact e rized in that wherein , to transmit a block of information from the first terminal to 
the broadcast module, the method further consists o f compriscs : 

-sending a call request packet from the first terminal (i3) to the broadcast module (20) of 
the first switch (2) to request the setting up of an X.25 virtual circuit between said first terminal 
ft^ and the broadcast module (29) of the first switch-{2), placing a broadcast request in one field 
of said call request packet, and 
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—placing the block of information to be broadcast in the-a_user data field of said call 
request packet. 

3. (currently amended): A method according to claim 1 or claim 2 , charactorizod in 
that it further consi s ts comprising e f-setting up an X.25 link between the broadcast module (30) 
of the first switch {3)-and each of the broadcast modules of the adjacent switches (3 to 11) . 

4. (currently amended): A method according to any one of claims claim l-te4-, 
charact e rized in that wherein the broadcast module (30) of each switch tests whether an adjacent 
switch has already received a block of information to be broadcast before sending the block to it. 

5. (currently amended): A method according to any on e of claims claim l4e-4, 
chara c terized in that it consists o f comprising broadcasting a block of information to a second 
terminal connected to a switch adjacent the first switch if and only if said second terminal 
belongs to an expected category. 

6. (currently amended): A method according to any one of claims claim l-te-4, 
characteriz e d i n that it consists o f comprising broadcasting a block of information to a second 
terminal connected directly to the first switch if and only if said second terminal belongs to an 
expected category. 

7. (currently amended): A method according to claim 5 or claim 6 , charact e rized in 
wherein t ba^the expected category is that to which the first terminal belongs. 
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8. (currently amended): A method according to claim 5 or claim 6 , charact e riz e d in 
that-it-further consistG o f comprising sending from the first terminal to the switch to which it is 
connected a message indicating the category to which said first terminal belongs. 

9. (currently amended): A method according to any ono of claims claim l-te-&, 
charact e rized in that wherein at least one of the terminals is external relative to the switches-(24e 

10. (currently amended): A broadcast module-^30) for a network including network 
switches (2 to 11) and terminals connected to said switches, said switches and said terminals 
being adapted to set up X.25 links between them to transmit data and said switches including 
broadcast modules which receive blocks of information to be broadcast to all the terminals of a 
set of terminals and whose function is to transmit said blocks of information to all the switches 
which are adjacent thefl -them in the network and to all the terminals which are respectively 
connected directly to them, charact e rized in that it includes comprising : 

—means for receiving a call request packet sent by a first terminal-(^ to said broadcast 
module-(20), 

recognizing a broadcast request in one field of said call request packet, and then setting 
up an X.25 virtual circuit between said first terminal (15) and the broadcast module-{30), and 

-means for storing and then broadcasting a block of information to be broadcast that has 
been placed in the data packets of the X.25 virtual circuit set up between said first terminal and 
the broadcast module. 
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1 1 . (currently amended): A broadcast module (30)-for a network including 
comprising network switches (2 to 11) and terminals (45) connected to said switches, said 
switches and said terminals being adapted to set up X.25 links between them to transmit data and 
said switches including broadcast modules which receive blocks of information to be broadcast 
to all the terminals of a set of terminals and whose function is to transmit said blocks of 
information to all the switches which are adjacent then -them in the network and to all the 
terminals which are respectively connected directly to them, comprising: 

charactorized in that it includ e s: 

-means for receiving a call request packet sent by a first terminal (45)-to said broadcast 
module-(30), recognizing a broadcast request in one field of said call request packet, and 

—means for storing and then broadcasting a block of information to be broadcast that has 
been placed in the-a_user data field of said call request packet. 

12. (currently amended): A broadcast module according to claim 10 or claim 1 1 
characterized in that it further includes comprising means for determining whether a switch 
adjacent the switch to which it belongs has already received said block of information to be 
broadcast. 

13. (currently amended): A terminal for a network including comprising network 
switches and terminals connected to said switches, said switches and said terminals being 
adapted to set up X.25 links between them to transmit data and said switches including 
comprising broadcast modules which receive data to be broadcast to all the terminals of a set of 
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terminals and whose function is to transmit said data to all the switches which are adjacent theft 
them in the network, comprising: 

characteriz e d in that it includ e s means for: 

-sending a call request packet from said first terminal to the broadcast module {30) 
of a first switch (3) to request the setting up of an X.25 virtual circuit between said first terminal 
ft3) and the broadcast module (30) of the first switch-(3), placing a broadcast request in one field 
of said call request packet, and 

-placing the block of information to be broadcast in the data packets of the X.25 virtual 
circuit set up between said first terminal and the broadcast module. 

14. (currently amended): A terminal for a network including comprising network 
switches and terminals connected to said switches, said switches and said terminals being 
adapted to set up X.25 links between them to transmit data and said switches including 
comprising broadcast modules which receive data to be broadcast to all the terminals of a set of 
terminals and whose function is to transmit said data to all the switches which are adjacent theft 
them in the network, comprising: 

characteriz e d in that it includes means for: 

—sending a call request packet from said first terminal (i3) to the broadcast module (30) 
of a first switch {3)-to request the setting up of an X.25 virtual circuit between said first terminal 
and the broadcast module {30) of the first switch-43), placing a broadcast request in one field 
of said call request packet, and 
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—placing the block of information to be broadcast in athe user data field of said call 
request packet. 

15. (new): A method according to claim 2, further comprising setting up an X.25 link 
between the broadcast module of the first switch and each of the broadcast modules of the 
adjacent switches. 

16. (new): A method according to claim 2, wherein the broadcast module of each 
switch tests whether an adjacent switch has already received a block of information to be 
broadcast before sending the block to it. 

17. (new): A method according to claim 3, wherein the broadcast module of each 
switch tests whether an adjacent switch has already received a block of information to be 
broadcast before sending the block to it. 

18. (new): A method according to claim 2, comprising broadcasting a block of 
information to a second terminal connected to a switch adjacent the first switch if and only if 
said second terminal belongs to an expected category. 

19. (new): A method according to claim 3, comprising broadcasting a block of 
information to a second terminal connected to a switch adjacent the first switch if and only if 
said second terminal belongs to an expected category. 

20. (new): A method according to claim 4, comprising broadcasting a block of 
information to a second terminal connected to a switch adjacent the first switch if and only if 
said second terminal belongs to an expected category. 
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21. (new): A method according claim 2, comprising broadcasting a block of 
information to a second terminal connected directly to the first switch if and only if said second 
terminal belongs to an expected category. 

22. (new): A method according claim 3, comprising broadcasting a block of 
information to a second terminal connected directly to the first switch if and only if said second 
terminal belongs to an expected category. 

23. (new): A method according claim 4, comprising broadcasting a block of 
information to a second terminal connected directly to the first switch if and only if said second 
terminal belongs to an expected category. 

24. (new): A method according to claim 6, wherein the expected category is that to 
which the first terminal belongs. 

25. (new): A method according to claim 6, further comprising sending from the first 
terminal to the switch to which it is connected a message indicating the category to which said 
first terminal belongs. 

26. (new): A method according claim 2, wherein at least one of the terminals is 
external relative to the switches. 

27. (new): A method according claim 3, wherein at least one of the terminals is 
external relative to the switches. 

28. (new): A method according claim 4, wherein at least one of the terminals is 
external relative to the switches. 
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29. (new): A method according claim 5, wherein at least one of the terminals is 
external relative to the switches. 

30. (new): A method according claim 6, wherein at least one of the terminals is 
external relative to the switches. 

31. (new): A method according claim 7, wherein at least one of the terminals is 
external relative to the switches. 

32. (new): A method according claim 8, wherein at least one of the terminals is 
external relative to the switches. 

33. (new): A method of transmitting data in which, to broadcast a block of 
information from a first terminal to a set of destination second terminals, each of which second 
terminals is connected to a switch of a network, comprises: 

transmitting the block of information from the first terminal only to a broadcast module 
in a first switch which is connected directly to said first terminal, 

broadcasting said block of information from said broadcast module only to switches 
adjacent said first switch and only to destination second terminals which are connected directly 
to said first switch, and 

receiving said block of information in the destination second terminals, 

wherein, to transmit a block of information from the first terminal to the broadcast 
module, the method further comprises: 
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sending a call request packet from the first terminal to the broadcast module of the first 
switch to request the setting up of an X.25 virtual circuit between said first terminal and the 
broadcast module of the first switch, placing a broadcast request in one field of said call request 
packet, and 

placing the block of information to be broadcast in the data packets of the X.25 virtual 
circuit set up between said first terminal and the broadcast module in response to said call 
request packet. 

34. (new): A method of transmitting data according to claim 1, wherein said 
broadcast module inserts a rank number in the block of information to be broadcast. 

35. (new): A method of transmitting data according to claim 1, wherein a category 
code is inserted in the block of information wherein said category code enables selective 
broadcasting of blocks of information. 
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